
          Prince George's Advocates for Community-based Transit, Minutes of the Meeting of 

          March 12, 2012, 5:20-6:35 p.m. 

 

          Present:  Karren Pope-Onwukwe, presiding; Thomas Mangrum, Norma Merritt, Bill Orleans, 

          Gloria Swierenga, and Bill Wilson. 

                       

           1. Thomas  Mangrum  was a first-time attendee, having been invited by Joseph Kitchen, 

           who was not able to attend.  Mangrum is Co-President of Project Action and lives in D.C. 

           His email address is dcprojectaction@yahoo.com.  Karren gave a brief history of PG ACT, 

           and others introduced themselves to Mangrum.   

 

           2.  There were no minutes distributed for the meeting of Feb. 13, 2012, but present were 

           Karren, Orleans, Gloria, and Joel Ryerson.                                           

 

           3.  Since the meeting of Jan.9, $32 was spent on Feb. 6 for PO Box rent for 6 months, 

           leaving a balance of $64.59. 

 

           4.  In regard to the proposal for an increase in the gasoline tax  for Maryland Karren had signed 

           on a draft letter supporting it by Transit First.  Karren was to circulate that letter to the 

           Board by email. 

 

           5.  Gloria said that a start up cab company has received certificates from the County to run an 

           accessible van service for handicapped persons, which service will be without geographic 

           restrictions, so, for instance, she could go to a destination in Charles County.  All the 

           vehicles will be wheelchair accessible.  Gloria said that there would be a groundbreaking 

           event soon.  Karren said that former County Executive Wayne Curry, who is now an 

           attorney for the Michel (real estate) Co. and who also advises the big cab companies in 

           the county, worked to slow down the issuance of the certificates to the new company. 

 

           6.  For planning the Purple Line, Orleans reminded the group that there will be four more meet- 

           ings between March 21 and April 11 to display updated plans and to hear comments on the four 

           stations just east of Adelphi Road.  Karren said that Montgomery County Executive Ike 

           Leggett is not a strong supporter of the  Purple Line. 

            

   Karren was called by a reporter for the “Washington Post” and asked to comment on 

           the rumor that about 300 houses were slated to be taken for the  proposed alignment  of 

           Purple Line.  Karren said that she thinks the country club opponents were behind this tactic.   

           Karren told the reporter that she had not heard of any number and refused 

           to give the reporter a quote.  Karren explained that a government “taking” would be at a 

           fair price; if a land owner objects, the money is put into an escrow account until the price is 

           settled.  The reporter later talked with someone in the  Dept. of Transportation, who said 

           that no such list of proposed takings exists and would be premature.  Karren explained that 

           no list of takings could be created until the alignments were settled.  Karren said that she 

           also talked with Cheryl Cort, who said that she knew of no reported number.  Cheryl 

           advised  Karren to let the issue peter out. 
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             Orleans mentioned that there had been some discussion of a bus rapid transit alternative 

           but with priority lanes.  Karren explained to Thomas the country club's objection to 

           displacing the trail that was created along an old (abandoned) rail right of way.  She 

           said that the Purple Line planners are working on a track system that would allow the 

           trail to run along side of the track. 

 

           7.  Orleans asked about a State plan for rapid bus or transit along Route 5 in Southern Maryland. 

           Karren said that something is needed to connect the Branch Ave. Metro Station with Route 301, 

           and that the Charles County government is pushing for some plan. 

 

           8.  Karren brought up the “Route 1 Ride” Bus 17, for which service is about to state, going 

           between Mount Rainier and IKEA, just outside the beltway.  Orleans had seen in the 

           lobby and went to get a supply of the brochure, which gives the hours of operation (for now 

           only Monday through Friday) at a cost of $1.00 for most adults, but free to seniors, the 

           disabled, children under 5, and students with ID cards.  The brochure says that the service 

           is sponsored by three members of the County Council and the Office of the County 

           Executive.  Orleans wondered what is the University's support, if any, and why the route 

           does not go further north than IKEA.  Karren explained that this was an idea of the 

           Gateway Arts District, which was started about twenty years ago.   She has been involved.    

           since the beginning.  Orleans wondered why WMATA was not involved in the route for 

           Bus 17, since that route overlaps with some regular WMATA bus routes.  Karren, in 

           defence, said that WMATA is a big bureaucracy with which it is difficult to work.  Karren 

           said that the start up money for Bus 17 comes from a grant.  She also said that the “vision” 

           for something new has to come from the community up. 

 

           9.  Karren said that she has been contacted by a student from George Washington University 

           who is doing a study on the governance of WMATA. 

   

           10.  The last WMATA public hearing for the recent round of fare and route proposals was on 

           March 7.  The chief concern voiced at all of the meetings was Metro Access. 

 

           11.  Orleans said that the American Public Transportation Association was having its 

           Annual Meeting in DC on March 11-13.  Related to that, the National Alliance of  Public 

           Transit Advocates was to have an open meeting at the Marriott on March 13. 

 

           12.  Karren said that she had no new information on the proposed rail on the Woodrow 

           Wilson Bridge. 

 

           13.  Karren said that in reference to plans for development of the Cafritz property along 

           Route 1 that approval was slowed down, but everyone is on board to go forward.  Orleans 

           then said that the County Planning Board has approved the Cafritz plans. 

 

           THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON  Monday, April 16 (the third Monday of 

           the month to avoid Easter Monday.) from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Hyattsville City Hall, 

           at 4310 Gallatin Street. Notes prepared by Bill Wilson on March 17, 2012. 

  


